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The creative process is about connections, whether at the level of 
an individual artist or an artistic event, and when a diversity of things 
comes together an idea, a seedling, is planted. CairoComix is such a 
seed, expanding research into the inherent features within comics 
itself with a focus on the social context and socio-political reality 
of Egypt and the larger Middle East and North Africa region and its 
international dimensions. CairoComix also gives special attention 
to young and emerging artists and the crossovers in media art, 
popular art and street art and the interfaces between them.

As a festival focusing on the development of the comics ecosystem 
before the backdrop of the international industry, CairoComix 
spotlights the region’s artistic trends, issues and positions and 
expands upon them. Now in its second edition, the festival has 
become part of the narrative of Arabic-language comics in the 
region, currently being digitized by the Mu’taz and Rada Sawwaf 
Arabic Comics Initiative at the American University of Beirut. 

CairoComix 2 was held under the theme of storytelling to 
prioritize the art of telling the stories that are comics. Additional 
emphasis was placed on the CairoComix Souk and exhibitions of 
both renowned and emerging comic artists. More than 30 artists, 
exhibitors, publishers and experts from the region and worldwide 
were part of the three-day event.



Activities
CairoComix 2 was held 
September 30 to October 2 
at the American University in 
Cairo Tahrir Sqaure Campus. 

The ComicSouk in the AUC courtyard hosted 14 stands opened 
every day of the festival from 11 am until 8 pm featuring a diversity 
of publications from established and new artists. Part of the 
souk, the CairoComix Boutique sold publications from the 
region by those who didn’t have individual stands but wanted 
their publications to find an audience. Among the publications 
and publishers present in the Boutique were: TokTok (Egypt), 
Garage (Egypt), Dar Al Hilal (Egypt), Sameer (Egypt), Dar El Tanwir 
(Lebanon, Egypt), Alkotob Khan (Egypt) and Tosh Fesh (Lebanon). 
For the artists from outside Egypt who couldn’t attend the event, 
having their publications present in the CairoComix sou, enabled 
them to be part of the event, even if indirectly. Some authors even 
premiered their new publications at CairoComix, among them 
U.S. artist Andy Warner with his Brief Histories of Everyday Objects.

The ComicSouk presented the following publishers and 
publications: Alaa Eldine Magazine, Nahdet Masr, Dar El Helal, Dar El 
Tanwir, Ketabi, Fout Alina Boukra, Al 3osba, TokTok, Garage, Koshk 
Comics, Tosh Fesh, HIUON, Dar Touia, Alkotob Khan, Studio 15/3, 
Mazg and Virgin Mega Stores. 



Activities

The ComicSouk also hosted courtyard activities parallel to the festival’s 
indoor events. Screenings of films adapted from comics, TinTin, Iron Man 2 
and Star Wars 2015, provided by Virgin Mega Stores were held daily at noon 
in the AUC courtyard, diversifying the audience and broadening CairoComix’ 
reach. Notifications for the daily screenings were shared via CairoComix 
social media and in the festival’s program and newsletter.

As comics is a popular art form with synergies in street art, a CairoComix 
Graffiti Square was also held in the CairoComix Souk where well known 
artists working in the public space Abid Ayoub “Normal” from Morocco and 
Ammar Abo Bakr from Egypt painted walls facing each other in an event that 
was like an open air exhibition. 

Book launches and signings were also held in the CairoComix Souk. Dar 
El Tanwir had a signing with the Arabic translators Ahmed Gharbia and 
Reem Naguib upon its launch of the Arabic edition of the French award-
winning graphic novel Les meilleurs ennemis: illustrated by David B. and co-
authored with esteemed Middle East Studies professor Jean-Pierre Filiu. 



The Artists at Work featured live drawing with three well-known 
comic artists enabling the audience to be part of their creative 
process and see the stages involved in the production of comics, 
from idea to execution, as well as the range of diverse styles 
and techniques ranging from pen and paper drawings to graphic 
imaging. Comics artists Mazen Kerbaj (Lebanon), Andeel (Egypt) 
and Reinhard Kleist (Germany) each presented their using styles: 
Andeel his digital imaging and caricature drawing. Kleist his classical 
works with brushes and inks as well as the process of making a 
graphic novel and how a book can be translated into a comic page 
in terms of storytelling. And Kerbaj presented his experimental way 
of drawing with both hands. Each in his own way discussed how an 
artist starting out on his or her path can develop their techniques. 
They also presented their own works and discussed how a daily 
publishing comics artist can keep working without repetition and 
develop techniques for different concepts. Al fauna ya’amal 
was especially intended to engage young artists just starting out 
on their path about how to create their own unique style and 
command a presence.



Meet the Public Panel Discussions were one-hour talks held each day of 
the festival with special guests Paul Gravett (UK), Thomas Azuelos  (France) 
and Andy Warner (U.S.A). The panels dealt with the following themes: How 
can reportage be adapted into a comic strip? How can a novel be adapted 
into a graphic novel? And what is the formula for creating a successful 
comic series? The discussions in simultaneous translation were followed by 
a Q&A session with the audience, often giving young people the first time to 
dialogue directly with internationally published artists. Warner discussed his 
experience using graphic reportage. Azuelos dealt with how to adapt a novel 
into a graphic novel. And Gravett how young comic artists can find their own 
style of drawing and develop skills as a storyteller. 



CairoComix’ final day featured the closing seminar “The Generations 
of Comics Strips” discussing links between the older and younger 
generations of comic artists, how the two are influencing one another, and 
new trends in publishing and digital works. The seminar featured discussions 
with Makhlouf (Egypt), Mohammed Gamal (Egypt), Jean Pierre Mercier 
(France) and Paul Gravett (UK). The guests were interviewed by experts 
in the field among them Jonathan Guyer (a U.S. Cairo-based fellow at the 
Institute of Current World Affairs and author of the blog Oum Cartoon), 
Enrique Klaus (Tunisia-based Middle East Studies researcher) and Alain 
Gresh (Cairo-born French journalist at Le Monde diplomatique specializing 
in the Middle East). The seminar discussions in English, French and Arabic 
were held in simultaneous translation. 



CairoComix also hosted two pioneering exhibitions, Abo El-Zorafaa and 
Shamareekh, at the AUC Tahrir Campus Legacy Hall and in cooperation 
with the Mu’taz and Rada Sawwaf Arabic Comics Initiative, an academic 
body for the study of Arabic-language comics at the American University of 
Beirut. 

Abo El-Zorafaa featured the popular character of the late great Egyptian 
artist Naguib Farah (2015-1953) in his comic series published under the 
same name by the popular UAE-based magazine Majed. As CairoComix 
1 presented the history of the comics character Ostaz Zaghloul by Mohy 
ElDin ElLabbad, CairoComix 2 presented eleven years of Farah’s iconic Abo 
El-Zorafaa created in 1989, a character who often deals creatively with the 
region’s history. Among the materials exhibited were original drawings of the 
artist on loan from the family. The exhibit had the aims of featuring an iconic 
artist’s work published over a long period and presenting the region’s role to 
a younger generation who may be unaware of the history of Arabic comics.

In contrast, the second exhibition Shamareekh played on the same word 
in Egyptian dialect, which means fireworks and is used here to refer to 
emerging comic artists in the region. Artists submitted their comic strips 
written in a diversity of Arabic dialects for inclusion in the exhibition 
under the theme of Tajwaal or roaming, a reference to both physical and 
psychological mobility. Half of the submissions were by still unpublished 
artists. In all, the work of 26 talents from Egypt, Tunisia, Libya, Algeria, 
Lebanon and Iraq was exhibited, giving the audience the chance to travel 
with these artists through their comic strips, most of which were created 
specifically for CairoComix. Among the artists exhibited were Salah Edine 
Shelli, Ingy Mohsen, Sherif Adel, Samar Elgayar, Farida Khalil and Mazen 
Kerbaj. Thanks to a grant from the AUB’s Mu’taz and Rada Sawwaf Arabic 
Comics Initiative, Shamareekh will be published as a book with a launch 
event, meaning these emerging artists will now have their work published 
and read by the public. Some 700 copies will be distributed for sale in 
Egyptian bookstores and copies will be given to local cultural centers in 
support of cross-cultural collaboration.

Abo El-Zorafaa and Shamareekh extended beyond the CairoComix Festival 
and were on-show at the AUC Tahrir Campus through October 20. 
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The CairoComix Competition featured awards to comics 
published in Arabic. The prizes announced on the last day of 
the festival October 2 were chosen by a jury independent of the 
CairoComix management comprised of comic artists and experts: 
George Khoury (Lebanon), Paul Gavett (UK), Iman Hamam (Egypt) 
and Ahmed Nady (Egypt). 150 submissions were received for 
competition.

The winners:

Best Graphic Novel: 
Ialo, Mostafa Youssef- Egypt
Best Short Story: 
The Kingdom of Rings, Mohammed Salah- Egypt
Best magazine: 
2allak fein- Egypt (informative comics)
Best Comic Strip: 
Kare3, Tawfiq / Ahmed El Aidy- Egypt
Best Digital Published: 
Taw7och Seif Edine Nachi and Ayman Moubarak - Tunisia 
(Publishing digitally for 5 years)
Best Work in Progress: 
The Challenge, Omar El Nasseri from Morocco



Collaborations

What’s up Youth “WUPY”, winner of the World Summit Youth 
Award 2010 as one of the best e-content producers working to 
achieve the Millennium Development Goals, produced video 
content for CairoComix 2 and is projected to be an official media 
partner for CairoComix 3 as the festival aims to expand its media 
coverage. In addition to their content services, WupY provided 
technical equipment, including the camera for “The Artist at Work 
/ live drawing event. WUPY also made the time-lapse video of the 
CairoComix Graffiti Square. 



Collaborations

cairocomix.com

Koshk Comics, the world’s first Vertical Social Network for Comic 
Artists to connect and self-publish their comic books to more than 
300 million android and iPhone users in the Middle East, designed 
the CairoComix website. Koshk Comics was selected as one of 
15 exceptional startups from around the world by the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) and took part 
in the 2016 U.S. Department of State’s Global Innovation through 
Science and Technology – GIST Tech-I Competition in Silicon 
Valley.



The ComicSouk was more successful this year than last year, 
despite the fact that some of the publications were quite 
expensive for the Egyptian public given current exchange rates. 
The ComicSouk is an area of potential growth for the festival, as 
more regional and international publishers see the potential of 
introducing their publications to the CairoComix audience and 
Egyptian public. 

Through forums and best practices workshops, CairoComix has 
the potential to gather Arabic translators working in comics and 
to raise their profile before international publishing houses that 
endeavor to have their works translated into Arabic.

Efforts will also be made to expand CairoComix’ reach among the 
Arabic-speaking artists in the diaspora now working outside the 
diaspora through the use of social networks and cultural activities 
engaging this audience.

Additional efforts and funds should be sought in the future to 
make CairoComix a truly bilingual Arabic-English festival with all 
publications and events available in both languages. 
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Press & Videos
https://www.facebook.com/CairoComix/
videos/560279407502692/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21Hpv36JOCo

http://weladelbalad.com/wp/أبوالظرفاء-معرض-فني-لشخصية-كارتونية/

https://www.facebook.com/FRANCE24.Arabic/
videos/10153915609990737/

https://www.facebook.com/FRANCE24.Arabic/
videos/10153912714810737/

http://www.madamasr.com/en/12/10/2015/feature/culture/
cairocomix-excavating-the-political/

http://www.tekiano.com/07/10/2016/soubia-de-seif-eddine-nechi-
et-aymen-mbarek-prime-au-cairo-comix-festival2016-/
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